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Finger Paint (Original Author Unknown)
Need:
1/4 cup cornstarch
2 cups water
food coloring

Mix ingredients in saucepan. Boil until mixture thickens. Allow to cool, then pour into jars or other storage containers and color with food coloring. 


Condensed Milk Paint (Original Author Unknown)
Need:
1 cup condensed milk
Food coloring
Mix one cup condensed milk with a few drops of food coloring. This makes a very bright, glossy colored paint.



Sparkle paint (Original Author Unknown)
Need:
1/2 cup flour
1/2 cup water
1/2 cup salt. 
Mix everything together. I also added silver glitter into the mixture to really give the mixture some pizzazz!  When it dried (we painted snowflakes to hang from the ceiling), it really sparkled!



Another Finger Paint (Original Author Unknown)
Need:
2 cups flour
2 teaspoons salt
2 1/2 cups cold water
2 cups boiling water
Food Coloring
Mix 2 cups flour with 2 teaspoons salt. Add 2 1/2 cups cold water. Stir until smooth. Gradually add this mixture to 2 cups boiling water. Boil until smooth and thick. Add food coloring, then stir until smooth.



Yet Another Finger Paint  (Original Author Unknown)
Need:
1 cup liquid starch
1/2 cup soap chips
6 cups warm water
Dry tempera or food coloring
Dissolve soap chips with enough water and stir until all lumps have disappeared. Add to starch and remaining water. Keep covered in plastic jar. Color may be added as children paint, or in the mix. A few drops of oil of clove prevents bad odors. Be sure to keep mixtures in covered jars in a cool location.



And Another Finger Paint  (Original Author Unknown)
Need:
1/2 cup of cornstarch
3/4 cup cold water
2 cups hot water
2 tsp. Listerine as a preservative
1 Tbs glycerin, screw top jars
In the saucepan, mix cornstarch with 1/4 cup of cold water to make a smooth paste. Add the hot water, stirring to prevent lumps. Cook over low heat until mixture begins to boil. Remove from heat and stir in 1/2 cup cold water and Listerine. Divide and pour into jars. Add food coloring to tint



Puffy Paint (Original Author Unknown)
Need:
1 part white glue
1 part shaving cream
electric beater

Things to extend play:  Glitter, squeeze bottles, objects to hide, food coloring

Directions: Mix equal parts of the shaving cream then glue in a bowl.  Mix with an electric beater for a minute or two.  Now you can add what you choose- food coloring or glitter.  If using it for art I suggest pouring it into squeeze bottles.  If you use it in the sensory table hide objects in it. (I usually use acorns, plastic toys- anything that will surprise the children when they wash it off.)
The children will love the feel, texture, and the uses.  The surprise after it has dried can be surprising for children too.


Finger Paint  (Original Author Unknown)
Need:
3 tablespoons sugar
1/2 cup cornstarch
2 cups water
Food color or Wonder Colors

Mix sugar, cornstarch and water. Divide and color, as desired



Finger Paints  (Original Author Unknown)
Need:
1 envelope unflavored gelatine
2 1/2 cups cold water
1 cup cornstarch
1/2 cup soap flakes
2 drops each of four shades of icing color paste, available at craft and baking supply stores

In a small bowl, sprinkle the gelatine over 1/2 cup of the water and mix until dissolved.

Combine the cornstarch, soap flakes and remaining 2 cups of water in a saucepan over medium heat.

Add the gelatine mixture to the saucepan, sitting until it becomes thick.

Remove the pan from the heat and strain the mixture equally into four containers.

Cool for one hour, and then add a different shade of icing color paste to each container. Fold in color until thoroughly mixed.

NOTE: undiluted color paste will stain hands and clothing, so don't let the kids play with it until it is mixed into the paint mixture!

Store in the refrigerator when not in use.


Wonder Colors  (Original Author Unknown)
Red
1 cup beets, fresh or canned
Water to cover
2 teaspoons vinegar

Cover fresh beets with water and boil in an enamel or glass pan until barely done. Remove the beets and peel, slice, and chop them, reserving the juice. Return beets to the juice and soak them for 4 hours. Strain liquid and measure out 3/4 cup. Add the vinegar to the liquid. If using canned beets, strain out 3/4 cup of the liquid and add 2 teaspoons of vinegar.

OR

1 cup cranberries
Water to cover

Cover cranberries with water and boil for 2 hours, mashing the cranberries as they soften. Strain liquid.

Copper or Yellow
Outer skins of 5 yellow onions
1 cup water

Boil the dark, dry outer skins of yellow onions in a covered glass or enamel pan for 10 minutes, or until the liquid is dark yellow. Strain the juice.


OR

1 cup daffodil, acacia or crocus blossoms
Water to cover

Cover blossoms with water in an enamel or glass pan, bring to a boil, and simmer, covered, for 2 hours. Strain liquid.

Blue
1/2 head red cabbage, chopped
1 cup water

Simmer the cabbage and water in a covered enamel or glass pan until the cabbage turns dark green and is just tender. Strain the juice, which will be blue.


OR
1/2 cup blueberries, fresh or canned
Water to cover

For a darker shade of blue, cover the fresh blueberries with water and simmer for 30 minutes. Mash the berries and strain the juice. If using canned blueberries, strain the juice.

Purple
1/2 cup fresh-frozen blackberries

Allow the frozen blackberries to soften at room temperature for 30 minutes, then blend for 30 seconds.

Green
Outer skins of 5 red onions
1 cup water

Boil the outer skins of the onions in the water in a covered enamel or glass pan for 10 minutes. Strain the juice.


OR
1 cup grass clippings, spinach, or moss
Water to cover

Cover the grass, spinach, or moss with water and boil in an enamel or glass pan for 1 minute, and then simmer, covered, for 10 minutes. Strain the liquid.

Brown
1 cup coffee grounds or 10 tea bags
1 cup water

Cover coffee grounds with water or add tea bags to water. Simmer, uncovered, in an enamel or a glass pan for 30 minutes. Strain the liquid.

Hints: If you plan to use any of these colors on fabrics, you will have to boil the fabric in a fixer or mordant before adding the colors. You can use either 4 tablespoons of potassium alum mixed with 1 tablespoon cream of tartar, or 1 teaspoon of chrome mixed with 1-1/2 teaspoons cream of tartar. To apply mordant to fabric, dissolve the mordant you have chosen in 1 cup of water. Add this mixture to a large pot containing at least 1 gallon of water. Use the above measures of mordant for each 8 ounces of fabric. Add the fabric, making sure there is enough water to cover, and simmer for 1 to 4 hours, depending on the color intensity that you want to achieve. Turn off the heat and let the fabric rest for another 4 hours; rinse, and dry.

Try experimenting with flowers and leafy materials that you can boil for color. Small rocks, berries, and twigs yield pretty colors.
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